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Synthesis of the C1–C16 fragment of spirastrellolide A
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Abstract—Synthesis of the C1–C16 fragment of spirastrellolide A is described here featuring Sharpless asymmetric epoxidation, an
acid promoted O-1,4-addition, and Mukaiyama 1,3-anti-aldol.
� 2006 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
We have been working toward a total synthesis of spir-
astrellolide A, a spiroketal-rich macrolide found recently
from marine sponge Spirastrellolide coccinea (Scheme
1).1 In addition to its ability to cause untimely mitotic
arrest in cells, spirastrellolide A was shown to exhibit
potent inhibitory activity against protein phosphatase
2A [IC50 = 1 nM] with an impressive selectivity for
PP2A over PP1 [ratio of IC50 values = 1:50].1,2 Given
its biological relevance in cancer therapeutic develop-
ment, and it structural challenge, spirastrellolide A has
already attracted attentions from the synthetic commu-
nity.3 Retrosynthetically, we planned to approach spir-
astrellolide A via connecting three major fragments:
spiroketal 1, pyran 2, and trioxadispiroketal 3. Recently,
we communicated4 our synthesis of the C11–epi-C22–
C23 fragment (see 1) as a proof-of-concept application
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Scheme 1.
to feature a ketal-tethered RCM strategy5 for construct-
ing of spiroketals.6 We report here our synthesis of C1–
C16 fragment.

Our synthesis commenced with 1,5-pentanediol, which
was quickly transformed into aldehyde 47 in 47% overall
yield via mono-benzylation and Swern oxidation8

(Scheme 2). HEW-Modified Wittig olefination,9 followed
by Dibal-H reduction, sets up the key allyl alcohol 5 in
95% overall yield exclusively as an E-isomer. Sharpless
asymmetric epoxidation10,11 employing DD-(�)-diiso-
propyl tartrate provided epoxy alcohol 6 in 96% ee,12

thereby establishing the key C3 stereocenter.

It is noteworthy that we have provided here an alterna-
tive approach for establishing the C3 stereochemistry in
HO OH
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spirastrellolide A, as both Paterson3a–c and De Brab-
ander3d employed an asymmetric Brown-allylation. A
directed-reductive ring-opening of the epoxide pro-
ceeded regioselectively and a subsequent diol protection
using 2,2-dimethoxy propane gave acetonide 7.

With the optically enriched acetonide 7 in hand, we
proceeded to complete the pyran synthesis. As shown in
Scheme 3, debenzylation followed by a modified-Moffat
oxidation13 gave aldehyde 8. Wittig olefination and
subsequent hydrolysis of the acetonide group occurred
concomitantly with the pyran formation through a ther-
modynamically controlled intramolecular O-1,4-addition
to afford 10 in 91% overall yield, thereby completing the
synthesis of C1-10 fragment of spirastrellolide A. The
relative syn relationship at C3 and C7 was confirmed
through NOE. Ensuing protection of the C-1 alcohol in
10 gave the pivaloyl protected methyl ketone 11, which
is suitable for a potential C10–C11 connection as
proposed in Scheme 1.

To examine the concept of connecting C10 and C11
through a diastereoselective aldol addition, we prepared
aldehyde 12 and 13.14,15 As shown in Scheme 4, by
employing Mukaiyama’s conditions,16 methyl ketone
11 was first converted to its respective TMS enol ether
using LDA and TMSCl, and the resulting TMS enol
ether intermediate was added to aldehyde 12 or 13, fol-
lowed by the addition of a stoichiometric amount of
BF3–Et2O at �78 �C to give the aldol product 14 in
1) H2 (1 atm), Pd / C, EtOH, rt
2) SO3-Py, DMSO, Et3N, CH2Cl2, 0 oC
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24% yield with a diastereomeric ratio of about 7:1 with
the major isomer assigned as the desired 1,3-anti prod-
uct based on Evans’ non-chelation 1,3-asymmetric
induction model.17 By using aldehyde 13 under the same
conditions, the yield for the respective aldol product 15
was much improved but the ratio was 3:1. On the other
hand, by following Evans boron enolate conditions,18

addition of the di-n-butylboron enolate [not shown] de-
rived from methyl ketone 11 with aldehyde 12 in CH2Cl2
at �78 �C afforded 14 with 29% yield but in �1:1 ratio.

We have described here a concise synthesis C1-10 pyra-
nyl unit that differed from the existing syntheses of com-
parable fragment in spirastrellolide A. We have also
demonstrated the feasibility of connecting C10 and
C11 through a selective Mukaiyama-type aldol addition,
thereby constituting a synthesis of the C1-16 fragment.
Efforts are under way in completing the total synthesis
of spirastrellolide A.
Acknowledgments

We thank ACS-PRF-AC, The School of Pharmacy, and
The Cancer Center at UW-Madison for funding. J.L.
thanks UMN for a graduate dissertation fellowship.
This work was in part carried out at the University of
Minnesota.
References and notes

1. (a) William, D. E.; Roberge, M.; Van Soest, R.; Andersen,
R. J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2003, 125, 5296; (b) William, D. E.;
Lapawa, M.; Feng, X.; Tarling, T.; Roberge, M.; Ander-
sen, R. Org. Lett. 2004, 6, 2607.

2. Roberge, M.; Cinel, B.; Anderson, H. J.; Lim, L.; Jiang,
X.; Xu, L.; Kelly, M. T.; Andersen, R. J. Cancer Res.
2000, 60, 5052.

3. (a) Paterson, I.; Anderson, E. A.; Dalby, S. M. Synthesis
2005, 3225; (b) Paterson, I.; Anderson, E. A.; Dalby, S.
M.; Loiseleur, O. Org. Lett. 2005, 7, 4121; (c) Paterson, I.;
Anderson, E. A.; Dalby, S. M.; Loiseleur, O. Org. Lett.
2005, 7, 4125; (d) Pan, Y.; De Brabander, J. K. Synlett
2006, 853; (e) Wang, C.; Forsyth, C. J., Abstract No.
ORGN-414, 229th ACS National Meeting, San Diego,
CA, Spring, 2005.

4. Liu, J.; Hsung, R. P. Org. Lett. 2005, 6, 2273.
5. (a) Ghosh, S. K.; Hsung, R. P.; Liu, J. J. Am. Chem. Soc.

2005, 127, 8260; (b) Ghosh, S. K.; Hsung, R. P.; Wang, J.
Tetrahedron Lett. 2004, 45, 5505; (c) Wang, J.; Hsung, R.
P.; Ghosh, S. K. Org. Lett. 2004, 6, 1939.

6. For a review on chemistry of spiroketals, see: (a) Mead, K.
T.; Brewer, B. N. Curr. Org. Chem. 2003, 7, 227; (b)
Brimble, M. A.; Fares, F. A. Tetrahedron 1999, 55, 7661;
(c) Fletcher, M. T.; Kitching, W. Chem. Rev. 1995, 95, 789;
(d) Perron, F.; Albizati, K. F. Chem. Rev. 1989, 89, 1617.

7. Selected characterizations of new compounds. Compound
5: Rf = 0.35 [33% EtOAc/hexane]; 1H NMR (400 MHz,
CDCl3): d 1.44–1.51 (m, 2H), 1.60–1.67 (m, 2H), 1.80 (s,
1H), 2.04–2.09 (q, J = 7.2 Hz, 2H), 3.47 (t, J = 6.4 Hz, 2H),
4.08 (d, J = 7.2 Hz, 2H), 4.50 (s, 2H), 5.60–5.73 (m, 2H),
7.25–7.37 (m, 5H); 13C NMR (125 MHz, CDCl3): d 26.0,
29.5, 32.2, 63.8, 70.4, 73.1, 127.8, 127.9, 127.9, 128.6, 128.6,
129.6, 132.9, 138.8; IR (neat) cm�1; 3393br s, 2934s, 2858s,
2361s, 1455s, 1363s. Compound 6: Rf = 0.10 [30% EtOAc



J. Liu et al. / Tetrahedron Letters 47 (2006) 6121–6123 6123
in hexanes]; ½a�23
D 36.6 [c = 0.89, CH2Cl2]; 1H NMR

(500 MHz, CDCl3): d 1.54–1.65 (m, 2H), 1.61–1.69 (m,
1H), 1.86 (br s, 1H), 2.91 (dt, J = 4.0, 2.5 Hz, 1H), 3.50 (dt,
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30.3, 31.5, 36.5, 60.3, 69.0, 70.5, 73.1, 98.4, 127.7, 127.9,
127.9, 128.6, 128.6, 138.9; IR (neat) cm�1 2992s, 2940s,
2862s, 2360s. Compound 8: Rf = 0.45 [33% EtOAc/hex-
ane]; 1H NMR (400 MHz, CDCl3): d 1.38 (s, 3H), 1.39–1.44
(m, 1H), 1.45 (s, 3H), 1.47–1.83 (m, 5H), 2.46 (td, J = 1.6,
6.4 Hz, 2H), 3.81–3.88 (m, 2H), 3.93–3.99 (td, J = 2.8,
12.0 Hz, 1H), 9.77 (t, J = 1.6 Hz, 1H); 13C NMR
(125 MHz, CDCl3): d 18.0, 19.5, 30.2, 31.5, 36.0, 44.0,
60.2, 68.8, 98.5, 202.8; IR (neat) cm�1 3300m, 2993s, 2938s,
2869s, 1718s. Compound 10: Rf = 0.33 [67% EtOAc/
hexane]; 1H NMR (400 MHz, CDCl3): d 1.17–1.35 (m,
2H), 1.51–1.65 (m, 3H), 1.66–1.76 (m, 1H), 1.81–1.87 (m.
1H), 2.16 (s, 3H), 2.47 (dd, J = 4.8, 16.0 Hz, 1H), 2.57 (br s,
1H), 2.67 (dd, J = 7.6, 16.0 Hz, 1H), 3.60 (dddd, J = 2.0,
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